[image: image2.emf]
PRESS RELEASE

Date: 17th December 2015

Contact: Mgr. Olívia Strelková, OZ Odyseus

0948 619 022, sexwork@ozodyseus.sk
22 of 22 surveyed women working in the sex industry have experienced violence at work
Today (12.17.) is The International Day to End Violence Against Sex Workers.

The history of this day began in 2003, when the SWOP organization (Sex Workers Outreach Project) in the United States organized a memorial ceremony for more than 48 victims of the Green River killer. This event has outgrew into international movement which draws attention to hate crimes and discrimination against sex workers.
Civic association Odyseus is devoted to street sex workers in Bratislava since its establishment (1997). "The Red Umbrella in Slovakia is unique in that it is the only program focuses solely on helping people working in the sex industry, accepts sex industry as a job and there is a consultant from the community in its management involved," says program coordinator Olivia Strelková.
For women working in the street sex industry in Bratislava violence is not an unknown. Information obtained from anonymous questionnaires completed in the field during the years 2012-2014 came out that the most the of violence on women working in street sex workers is committed by men pretending to be customers, passers-by, but especially in the past, members of the Police Force (men and women). That is why CA Odyseus focused within the "End of Violence, Time for Rights" on the implementation of activities with the long-term goal - to eliminate violence against women working in the sex industry.

These activities are aimed at raising legal awareness of these women through professional counseling, articles and distribution of info-educational material, as well as on deepening of mutual trust and improving communication and cooperation among women sex workers and Police Force. "In cooperation with a woman working in the sex industry and a former police officer we prepared for a police a brochure 'Help and protect all", which includes for example advice from women working in the sex industry, which could improve their communication between each other. We also  held a working meeting at the Regional Police Directorate at which we discussed the subject of violence against these women with stakeholders and we were looking for a common solution to this problem," says Strelková.
This year you could see on social networks a video campaign for the project, in which a famous comedian Evelyn performed a woman working in the sex industry. During the project there is other mapping of violence against women in the sex industry going on. "The preliminary results of mapping shows that out of 22 women surveyed all of them had experienced violence while working in the sex industry. Most often it was physical violence by the violent men, posing as clients. 4 women have experienced violence in the same week in which we completed the questionnaire with them," says Strelková.
On the occasion of today's International Day Odyseus carries out "Christmas Breakfast Under a Red Umbrella" with a discussion and an exhibition of photographs. „We invited to the event mainly students of social work, members of Police Force, donors, international project partners, foreign guests and other non-profit organizations dedicate their work to the topic of violence against women and media. The main topic of discussion is the search for common solutions in the prevention of violence against women in the sex industry. Photo exhibition of photographer Ester Erdelyi, which brings the life of women working in the sex industry to the public, is also a part of the event.“, says Strelková.

Odyseus will remember the importance of this day also in the field.“We will consult  mainly the topic of human rights with the clients and they will get presents from us: hygiene kits and red umbrellas. The red umbrella is namely an international symbol of people working in the sex industry," says consultant of Red umbrella program Sandra Pódová.
The issue of violence against women started to be more talked again in the society. However, society often forgets on women working in the sex industry. "It is time that society has ceased to perceive violence against women working in the sex industry as "an occupational hazard" and expressed a clear attitude that violence against women must not be tolerated under any circumstances," adds Strelková.
You can support Odyseus simply by giving "like" to Odyseus page on the social network Facebook and by sharing information on social networks so the most people learned about the problems of vulnerable communities and their efficient solutions. If you are interested in direct support of activities, visit www.odyseus.org in the section "How to help us." Thank you.
Civic Association Odyseus is one of the oldest organizations in Slovakia providing outreach social work. Since 1997 it provides low-threshold services with professional and expert team of workers. These are mostly maintenance services to drug users, persons offering sexual services on the street and people living with HIV. In 2013, the association received two awards - Orange Prize Foundation International Award and ERSTE Foundation for social integration. More information on www.odyseus.org, www.hivaids.sk, www.drogy.org. 
Statement: "Project "End of violence, time for rights" was supported by the sum of 44,609.23 € from the Fund for NGOs, which is financed by the EHP Financial Mechanism 2009-2014. Fund Manager is the Open Society Foundation - Nadácia otvorenej spoločnosti. The aim of the project "End of violence, time for rights" is the reinforcement of vulnerable groups."
Project is implemented in partnership cooperation with SWAN organization (Sex Workers Rights Advocacy Network)
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